Divine Liturgy Variables on August 29
Beheading of the Forerunner and Baptist John
Venerable Theodora of Thessalonica; Theopistis and Joseph the Sanctified of Samaka

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the
one for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.
Deacon:

For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:

Lord, have mercy.

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in
the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
•

Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

APOLYTKION OF THE BAPTIST’S BEHEADING IN TONE TWO
The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is
sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast shown indeed to be the most honorable of the
prophets, for in the waters thou didst baptize Him Who had been proclaimed. After suffering
with joy in behalf of the truth, thou didst proclaim even to those in Hades the God Who appeared
in the flesh, Who takest away the sin of the world, and granteth us the Great Mercy.
•

Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple ONLY IF the Beheading of
St. John the Baptist is not the patronal commemoration of your temple.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of
barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do
celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give
birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.
THE EPISTLE
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. Hear my prayer, O God.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (13:25-33)
In those days, as John was finishing his course, he said, “Who do you suppose that I am?
I am not He. No, but after me One is coming, the sandals of Whose feet I am not worthy to
untie.” Brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you that fear God, to us have
been sent the message of this salvation. For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because
they did not recognize Him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every
Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. Though they could charge Him with nothing
deserving death, yet they asked Pilate to have Him killed. And when they had fulfilled all that
was written of Him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a tomb. But God raised
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Him from the dead; and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. And we bring you the good news
that what God promised to the fathers, this He has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus.
THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (6:14-30)
At that time, Jesus’ Name had become known, and King Herod heard of it. Some said,
“John the Baptizer has been raised from the dead; that is why these powers are at work in Him.”
But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”
But when Herod heard of it he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod had
sent and seized John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because he had married her. For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could
not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe.
When he heard him, he was much perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity
came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading
men of Galilee. For when Herodias’ daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will grant it.” And he
vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” And she went
out, and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptizer.”
And she came in immediately with haste to the king, and asked, saying, “I want you to give me
at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was exceedingly sorry; but
because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. And immediately
the king sent a soldier of the guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison, and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to
her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
The Apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.
•

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. The only remaining variable
is the Koinonikon.
KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR THE SAINT IN TONE EIGHT
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not fear evil tidings. Alleluia.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and allblameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of
the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John—whose beheading we commemorate today—of the holy, glorious
and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and rightvictorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; (of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community;) of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of the holy and Venerable Theodora of Thessalonica; and Theopistis and Joseph the
Sanctified of Samaka, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us
and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
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Priest:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.

Choir:

Amen.
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