Divine Liturgy Variables on October 06
Thomas the Apostle; Innocent, Apostle to the Americas
Venerable Kendeas of Cyprus; Venerable-martyr Makarios of St. Anne Skete on Athos

REFRAIN OF THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in
the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
•

Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. THOMAS IN TONE THREE
O holy Apostle Thomas, intercede with our merciful God to grant our souls forgiveness of sins.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. INNOCENT IN TONE FOUR
O Holy Father Innocent, in obedience to the will of God, thou didst accept dangers and
tribulations, bringing many peoples to the knowledge of truth. Thou didst show us the way; now
by thy prayers help lead us into the Kingdom of Heaven.
•

Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple ONLY IF these saints are
not the patron saints of your temple.

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
•

Note: Use the Readings applicable to the patron saint of your parish. If your parish is named
after neither, use the Readings for St. Thomas.

THE EPISTLE
(For St. Thomas)
His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16)
Brethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death;
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for
Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in
honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted
and homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when
persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as
the refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all things. I do not write this to make you ashamed,
but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have countless teachers in Christ,
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you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. I
urge you, then, be imitators of me.
THE GOSPEL
(For St. Thomas)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (20:19-31)
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the
Disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace
be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the
Disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them,
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin,
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other Disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the
mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, I will not believe.” Eight days later, His
Disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus
came and stood among them, and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless,
but believing.” Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the Disciples, which are not written in this book;
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His Name.
THE EPISTLE
(For St. Innocent)
My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart shall be understanding.
Hear this, all ye nations!
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:26-8:2)
Brethren, such a High Priest was fitting for us, Who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; Who does not need daily, as those high
priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once
for all when He offered up Himself. For the law appoints as high priests men who have
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son Who has been
perfected forever. Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High
Priest, Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of
the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.
THE GOSPEL
(For St. Innocent)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (10:9-16)
The Lord said: “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in
and out and find pasture. The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the
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shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees;
and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and
does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by
My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the
sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will
hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.”
•

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. The only remaining variable
is the Koinonika. Parishes can sing both if time permits.
KOINONIKA (COMMUNION HYMNS) IN TONE EIGHT
St. Thomas: His proclamation hath gone out into all the earth and his words to the ends of the
universe. Alleluia.
St. Innocent: The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not fear evil tidings.
Alleluia.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and allblameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of
the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among
the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing
Fathers; (of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community;) of the holy and righteous
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostle Thomas,
called “The Twin”; of our father among the saints Innocent, Apostle to the Americas; Venerable
Kendeas of Cyprus; and Venerable-martyr Makarios of St. Anne Skete on Athos, whose memory
we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good
and loveth mankind.
Priest:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.

Choir:

Amen.
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